Geeta Chopra Award

Teiasweeta Pradhan Shivani Gond
" goRaar wa™ RBrar e
West Bengal West Bengal

17 years 10 months 1 6 years 9 months

Deed: MARG, an NGO, received a request from a\:lzz.iti Nepal tl?r s_ee‘}.(ing .hd.p' to locate 4
minor girl who had gone missing from Nepal. ;\-’If‘xhb loc:‘zxied }l1L missing g:rl in New Delly
and instantly informed CBI in Dethi and ;1!:«'0' ﬁtmicn%bﬁf\gmn?l 'l"r‘aﬂf\ckmg tmb‘ (SATQ)
members of two schools. Tejasweeta Pradhan Eh:_l\hwflm L:mtdl{bziﬂ_ members) L‘Ei_nended
the missing girl on Facebook and started ;hathug,.’l l_\:‘y continuously kept the minor gir|
engazed in chatting and pretended to be in need of cn)ploymcnl. T_hn:‘sc SATC members
were lured by the missing girl to flashy work/sex imdc_m Nr;'u:’ Delhi, Fake Audhz_tr Cards

were sent to them and they were told to cross the border immediately. A trap was laid by the

local police with the helpof MARG and SATC membcrzf. A lady and a man, who had come to
pick up the girls of SATC, were apprehended by the Police.

Teiasweeta Pradhan and Shivani Gond showed immense courage in fearlessly helping the

Police and the NGO in uncovering an international sex racket leading to the arvest of the
mastermind in Dethi.
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Darjeeling girls shun fear and reveal identity

Brave faces unveiled

VIVEK CHHETRI

Darjeeling, Jan. 190 Two
girls from Darjeeling who we-
re selected for a national bra-
very award have again shown
exemplary courage and decid-
ed to reveal their identities de-
spite fear for their lives.

Tejasweeta Pradhan, a Cl-
ass X11 student of Loreto Con-
vent in Darjeeling, and Shiv-
ani Gond, who reads in Class
XIof St Teresa Higher Secon-
dary School here, were select-
ed by the Indian Council for
Child Welfare for the Geela
Chopra Award for helping po-
lice bust a human trafficking
ring.

The duo posed as girls will-
ing to leave the hill town fo
take up jobs in metros, Their
act as decoys helped the police
catch three trafficking agents
and the ring’s kingpin in Gur-
gaon last year

Soon after their selection,
the students and their parents
had refused to divulze their
identity raising security con-
cerns.

( F'rom left) Shivani Gond, Kamlesh Rai Pradhan and
Tejasweeta Pradhan in New Delhi, Telegraph picture

Tejasweela and Shivani
reached Delhi on January 16
along with their parents to re-
ceive the award and decided (o
disclose their identities.

Kamlesh Rai Pradhan, mo-
ther of Tejasweeta, said over
the phone from Delhi: “Upon
reaching Delhi, our families
held discussions among our-
selves and felt that we should
come out in the open as we har
to face this challenge. We were
definltely worrled for the se-

curity of ourdaughters but we
falt that we neaded to he brave
and carry on the fight against
human traffickers.”

“It would make little sense
accepting a bravery award ina
closed room or wearing a ma-
skand hiding from the world,”
said Kamlesh.

Shivanl's brother, Bishal
whois also in Delhi, zaid: “The
two families decided that it
was no use backing off. We felt
that I thelr stories were (old.

many others could be in-
spired.”

The two families then gave
a no-objection certificate to of-
ficials of the ICCW and a Dar-

jeeling based NGO, Mankind

in Action for Rural Growth
(MARG) stating their desire to
reveal (he identities of the two
girls, The students had volun-
teered to work with MARG to
bust the racket. “We submit-
ted an NOC to the council and
MARG so that they were not
held liable,” sald Kamlesh.

Nirnay John Chhetri, the
founder of MARG, said: “Four
members from the Students
Against Trafficking club had
helped bust the racket. The
two other students are Neena
Raiand Shalini. However, they
were not qualified for the
award as they are ahove 18,
MARG will, however, raise
funds for the Niture education
of Neena and Shalini.”

The winners will be receiv-
ing the award from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
January 22 and taking part in
{he Republic Day parade,




